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Abstract:

This paper is grounded in the conviction that the contemporary Algerian novel
has undergone a rich and sustained trajectory of experimentation, giving rise to
numerous innovative narrative texts that openly reject dominant norms and rebel
against the classical conventions of novelistic writing. These texts gravitate
toward fragmentation, coding and suggestion, collage, and a conscious
distancing from the reportorial mode that characterized the works of pioneering
novelists. Such tendencies signal a transition from modernism to postmodernism.

The paper seeks to examine the representations of postmodernism in the
contemporary Algerian novel. In this regard, it is essential to emphasize the
richness and diversity of contemporary Algerian narrative experiences—an
abundance that exceeds the scope of a single study. The novel, as reiterated in
numerous critical studies, is regarded as the modern diwan (register) of Arab
culture. The contemporary Algerian novel, in particular, is currently shaping the
horizons of the contemporary Arabic novel. Evidence for this can be found in its
prominent presence and repeated success in Arab literary and academic novel
competitions. This claim is neither a preconceived judgment nor a value-laden
assertion; rather, it is substantiated by the realities of contemporary creative and
critical practice.

Accordingly, in order to achieve its objectives, the study begins by outlining the
theoretical frameworks that define postmodernism and delineate the
characteristics of postmodern narrative texts. It then traces the major
transformations experienced by the contemporary Algerian novel, ultimately
leading to an exploration of postmodern representations in selected Algerian
novels.

“Representations of Postmodernism in the Contemporary Algerian Novel”
constitutes a systematic and methodological scholarly inquiry that seeks to
address a central research question: Has the Algerian novelist succeeded in
producing a postmodern novel marked by distinctly Algerian features? More
specifically, is this experimental turn toward postmodern writing grounded in



genuine artistic and intellectual awareness, or is it merely a transient creative
trend? Furthermore, how have postmodern concepts and propositions been
manifested in the contemporary Algerian novel?

To answer these questions, a selection of novels has been chosen as applied case
studies.

Applied Corpus:

The applied corpus includes the following novels: Jumhiriyyat Arabia: Tales of a
Thousand-and-One Nights (2011); Gypsies Also Love by Waciny Laredj (2019);
How to Nurse from the She-Wolf Without Being Bitten (2003); Little Cairo by
Amara Lakhous (2010); | Seek Refuge in God (2016) by Said Boutadjine; Mint-
Scented Longing (2015), The Pine Club (2017), and The Heart of the Mechanical
Angel (2019) by Rabiaa Dijellti; One Bridge for Confession and Another for
Longing by Zohour Ounissi (2006); and A Line of Sand (2024) by Hajar Kouadri.
Reference is also made to other novels where required by the context of analysis.
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